SAFE CUSTODY

The last closed the door behind him, and the eight
stood silent and wide-eyed, like boys in school.
" This is he indeed," said the steward. " And there
by his side is your mistress, his wedded wife/'
The eight shuffled uneasily.
" Tell me their names," I said.
He called them out one by one, and one by one they
knelt as they took my hand.
''And please remember," said I, "that my cousin,
now at the castle, is equal with me. The orders he
gives are my orders, as mine are his. And all I do
I do in his name, as well as in mine."
" It is understood, sir," said the steward, gravely.
" Good," said L   " What about food ? "
" In the storerooms, sir, there is fqod for us all for
two months. But it is not fresh food."
" Buy fresh food here. As much as they can carry.
And let them start for the castle in two hours' time,
They are not to go by the main road. They must cut
through the woods and join the road of approach
after the second bend."
" It shall be done, sir."
" One word more. The quarrel with Harris is mine.
I will not caH in the police. He has insulted the living
and he has insulted the dead. That is not stuff for a
police-court. Hohenems can fight its own battles
with those that defile its walls."
I seemed to have said the right thing. As Olivia
spoke the last sentence a growl of approval arose.
Then I nodded to the steward and he set open the
door.
As the men passed out, I addressed him.
" Mr. Palin will drive you back.   Choose two of the
men to go with you.   That road's not safe."
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